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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 07-008

BY SENATOR(S) Williams, Bacon, Boyd, Fitz-Gerald, Gordon, Groff, Isgar,
Morse, Romer, Schwartz, Spence, Tapia, Tochtrop, Tupa, and Veiga;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Todd, Balmer, Benefield, Borodkin, Buescher,
Butcher, Cadman, Carroll M., Carroll T., Casso, Cerbo, Curry, Fischer, Frangas,
Gagliardi, Gallegos, Garcia, Gardner B., Gardner C., Gibbs, Green, Hicks, Hodge,
Jahn, Judd, Kefalas, Kerr A., Kerr J., King, Labuda, Lambert, Levy, Liston,
Looper, Lundberg, Madden, Marostica, Marshall, Massey, May M., McFadyen,
McGihon, McKinley, McNulty, Merrifield, Mitchell V., Peniston, Pommer,
Primavera, Rice, Riesberg, Roberts, Romanoff, Rose, Solano, Sonnenberg, Soper,
Stafford, Stephens, Summers, Swalm, Vaad, Weissmann, White, and Witwer.

CONCERNING THE RECOGNITION OF COLORADO SCHOOL
PSYCHOLOGISTS. 

WHEREAS, In 2001, Surgeon General David Satcher released a
National Action Agenda for Children's Mental Health, which stated that the
nation is facing a public crisis in mental health for children and adolescents;
and

WHEREAS, In the United States, one in ten children and adolescents
suffer from mental illness severe enough to cause some level of impairment,
yet, in any given year, it is estimated that fewer than 20% of these children
receive necessary treatment; and

WHEREAS, The long-term consequences of untreated childhood
disorders are costly, in both human and fiscal terms; and

WHEREAS, The Surgeon General's report found that the school system
is the largest provider of mental health services to children and adolescents
and, for many of these children, is the only source of mental health care;
and
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WHEREAS, School psychology is one of three unique areas of
psychological practice as defined by the American Psychological
Association; and

WHEREAS, The philosophy of practice and the techniques used in
school psychology have emphasized health promotion, disease prevention,
early detection, and direct services to children, as needed; and

WHEREAS, School psychologists are working to remove barriers to
children's learning in every school district in Colorado, and are often the
only mental health service available to children and parents in certain
counties; and

WHEREAS, School psychologists have been striving to improve
children's lives in Colorado since 1915 and were implementing programs
in some of Colorado's schools to address bullying even before the tragedy
at Columbine High School; and

WHEREAS, A 2005 sunrise report by the Colorado Department of
Regulatory Agencies said: "There is little doubt that the services offered by
school psychologists are invaluable.  School psychologists focus on learning
and education, as well as socialization issues.  Perhaps more than any other
mental health profession, school psychologists impact Colorado's future,
because they work with our children"; and

WHEREAS, School psychologists develop programs to train teachers
and parents regarding effective teaching and learning strategies, develop
successful techniques to manage behavior at home and in the classroom,
and develop programs to work with students with disabilities or special
talents; and

WHEREAS, Colorado school psychologists deserve recognition for their
hard work to give Colorado students a brighter and healthier future; now,
therefore,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-sixth General Assembly of the
State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:

That we, the members of the General Assembly, hereby:
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(1)  Recognize Colorado school psychologists' efforts to enhance the
mental health and educational competence of all children; and

(2)  Acknowledge that Colorado school psychologists strengthen
working relationships between teachers, parents, and service providers in
the community.

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent to
the Colorado Society of School Psychologists, the National Association of
School Psychologists, and the Colorado State Board of Education.
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THE SENATE OF REPRESENTATIVES


